Presented by Keke Walker &
Huck Reyes

BOWWY

Creating Pathways for Dialogue
Relationship, & Narrative Shift



Hey Yall

WE ARE HUCK

(THEY/HE) AND
KEKE (HE/ S @

SHE/THEY) ! @
COMMUNITY ‘
ORGANIZERS, ' .
ARTISTS AND @ Aw
COLLABORATORS Q BN

ICE BREAKER @

If you could be any form of
water, what would vyou be?
Share 1in the chat or on mic
1f you'd like!




Goals for today

~~ e IDENTIFY WHERE

éﬁ§ ANTI-SEX WORK e LEARN
SENTIMENTS SHOW UP RELATIONSHIP-
BUILDING
 SHARE LIVED STRATEGIES ACROSS
EXPERIENCES TO TDEOL OGICAL

HUMANIZE OUR WORK .DIVIDES



Why Bridge the Gap?

e TO ENSURE SEX WORKERS ARE
-~ NOT EXCLUDED FROM SOCIAL
JUSTICE WORK

"§_1'e TO REDUCE HARM FROM
EXCLUSION AND
. CRIMINALIZATION

e TO CREATE SAFER, MORE
INCLUSIVE ORGANIZING SPACES
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ANTI SEX WORK RHETORIC

CAN APPEAR IN:

e FEMINIST ORGANIZATIONS:TERFS, SWERFS, &
MARXISTS?

e HEALTHCARE & WELLNESS SETTINGS:“’SEX IS SACRED”

e LOCAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

« GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT SPACES

THESE SPACES AREN'T ALWAYS MALICIOUS-
BUT THEY'RE OFTEN MISINFORMED AND ADD
TO OUR STIGMATIZATION, LEADING TO
LESS CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY.

class, our struggle!” An
analysis of prostitution
from the PMLT

| was given permission to share
this analysis of the sex trade by...

Feb 24,2021 ¥ 267 W 4

The problem with the

phrase “sex work is work” | ¢

Is sex work like all other work?
And does it matter?

Sep8,2020 W13K @5

The Problem with Sex
Trade Expansionary
Feminism, A Response to
Kate Zen

Land and women are not for
conquest

AugiB, 2020 913K @9

A Socialist, Feminist, and
Transgender Analysis of
“Sex Work”




Identifying Community
artners

e SEEK THOSE WHO ARE OPEN, NOT
PERFECT; “UNLIKELY ALLIES”

e LISTEN TO THEIR LANGUAGE,
WILLINGNESS, AND TRACK RECORD

« RELATIONSHIPS TAKE TIME-DON'T
RUSH THEM

e DUST YOURSELF OFF AND TRY
AGAIN; PEOPLE CAN CHANGE'




Build Relallohslllps Wet Time

e SHOW UP IN SHARED ORGANIZING

SPACES ; { .
- INVITE DIALOGUE THROUGH EVENTS'

AND PANELS

T

« SHARE HUMANIZING, Gféﬂff;ﬂ ? r
STORIES ¥ e |

o FOLLOW UP AND STAY ENGAGED



Story from the Field -
Bridging with AFSIRN

e YEAR-LONG ATTEMPT TO BUILD WITH
AF3IRM BEGAN IN A GIVING CIRCLE
COHORT

e WE BECAME GRANTEE COHORT MEMBERS "Prostitution is
VIA HAWAI'I PEOPLE'S FUND the World's
Oldest
« I INITIATED MULTIPLE Profession"
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT SAFE SPACE Rucard Kplng, On the ity Wal
AND POSSIBLE MEDIATION A SR S Wt e A Aner i S
« RESPONSE: REJECTION AND DISMISSAL @af3im afoirm

FROM AF3IRM LEADERSHIP



e AFSIRM DECLINED MEDIATION,

SAYING THEY'D RATHER "FOCUS
The Oldest Professions ON ENDING PATRIARCHY AND
ACTUALLY Held by Women WHITE SUPREMACY."

MIDWIFERY, AGRICULTURE, TOOLMAKING,

HUNTING, GATHERING, MEDICINE, HEALING = B UT W E *AR E * B I PO c . G E N D E R —

« “FOOD GATHERERS"

L “WVENTOR OF GLAY AND WOVEN VESSELS" DIVERSE, QUEER SEX WORKER

* “TRANSFORMERS OF RAW MATERIALS AND DEAD ANIMALS INTO

CHEALERS ORGANIZERS

« EXPERTS IN MEDICINE

&, <
ﬂﬁf& af3irm

PRIOR TO THE FORMATION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE
CREATION OF PATRIARCHY, WOMEN HELD EQUAL STATUS AND

Egﬁ ;ﬁé IE}.:ET'TAHIHG, HUNTING, FARMING, AND MANY MORE ® I G N 0 R I N G 0 U R VO I c E I S A N T I =

I{-EE}{H?EEZI;TEFHDM‘THECHEAT[-DHGFFATHIAHEH\"‘E‘I'GEHDA ANTHETICAL TO THE LIBERATION
THEY CLAIM TO SEEK

@af3irm




Cenletil:’q Sex Workers in
fganizing

e INCLUDE ALL EROTIC LABORERS IN YOUR \-,
CAMPAIGNS 1

e WE LEAD AND GUIDE NARRATIVES TOGETHER AND‘ /'_i‘.,, '
: ' b

IN UNDERSTANDING _
e DON'T SANITIZE OR GATEKEEP “RESPECTABLE"”
SEX WORK STORIES
e HONOR BREADTH AND DIVERSITY OF '. ~.
EXPERIENCES

\\I



e KEEP RECEIPTS: FACTS, DATA,
LIVED STORIES, COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

e APPROACH WITH EMPATHY-NOT
DEBATE

e A "NO" IS NOT A FAILURE-IT’'S
AN INSIGHT

e REJECTION TODAY MIGHT BE
OPENNESS TOMORROW



Wllv Keep Trying?

e STIGMA WON'T DISSOLVE IN
ONE CONVERSATION

e OUR PERSISTENCE BUILDS
CREDIBILITY IN OUR
COMMUNITIES AND SHOWS WE
CARE

e PEOPLE WATCH HOW WE
RESPOND-THIS IS
LEADERSHIP

e W[E ARE THE MOVEMENT
WE’RE FIGHTING FOR




@BRIDGING IS ABOUT CONNECT ION;,
NOT CONVERSION

e
r

A

e W/E DESERVE FULL PRESENCE IN
ALL SPACES



Community Reflection

e WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN ANTI-SEX
WORK BIAS?

e |{HO ARE YOUR POSSIBLE BRIDGE
PARTNERS?

e WHAT SUPPORT DO YOU NEED TO
BUILD THOSE BRIDGES?



Resources & Communit

-RADICAL COMMUNITY FUND

y

v NS _RED UMBRELLA FUND
-NWSP
Vﬁf(){ -FREEDOM NETWORK USA
: -SWOP CHAPTERS
-SPOKES HUB, OUR PEERS HERE

-PEER-REVIEWED SEX WORK AND HARM
REDUCTION RESEARCH







