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“...THAT THERE
BE NO STEWEHOLDER NOR HIS WIFE LET NOT
NO SINGLE WOMEN TO
GO AND COME ATTE AILE TYMES WHEN THEI
LIST AND AS OFTE
TYME AS THEI (DO)...” HENRY II, 1161
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14  Century Toulouse - Prostitutes petition King
Charles VI to repeal sumptuary laws governing
public dress. 

th

When Charles VI approved the repeal, the
townspeople riot and prostitutes are forced to
barricade the brothel. 

City officials
chose to protect
the profit from the
brothel which
directly funded the
university. A new
chateau to serve as
the town brothel
was built on
university land. 
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Jan Steen, c.1660s
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CRITICAL
FABULATION

“...STRAINING
AGAINST THE LIMITS
OF THE ARCHIVE TO
WRITE A CULTURAL
HISTORY OF [THE
CAPTIVE], AND, AT THE
SAME TIME, ENACTING
THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF
REPRESENTING THE
LIVES OF THE CAPTIVES
PRECISELY THROUGH
THE PROCESS OF
NARRATION.”P.11

DR.ROSA “ARCHIVE OF 
THE BODY” (FORTHCOMING)

BELLAQUEO PT.I&II
ROSA MARIA EGIPCIACA
BELLE NALER
MARY JONES 

DR.HARTMAN “VENUS IN TWO
ACTS” 2008 (PDF AVAIL.) 

WHAT IS THE VALUE AND APPLICATION OF THESE
METHODOLOGIES FOR STUDYING SEX WORK

HISTORY?



LUIZ MOTT IN 2016: PARTICIPATION!

WHERE DO YOU GET A HUNCH? 
WHAT DON’T YOU BELIEVE?
WHAT SEEMS MISINTERPRETED?

WHERE ARE YOU WANTING TO KNOW MORE?
IS THERE ANYONE AT ALL WHO IS TELLING
THE TRUTH? 
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ROSA EGIPCIACA

MAMIE PINZER

CARMEN MUÑOZ

Brazil, c.1719-1771

Trafficked from Ouidah to Rio de Janeiro
in 1725 at age 6; started working in a
brothel in Minas Gerais in 1733 at age 14.
Returned to Rio in 1751, established
Recolhimento de Nossa Senhora do Parto
in 1754 for former “women of the world.” 

U.S., 1885-c.1940

Began to befriend younger prostitutes in
1915 and established Montreal Mission
for Friendless Girls.

Sent by her abusive family to Magdalen
Home in 1898; began utilizing sex work
to “ensure her security” in 1899 at age 14. 

Mexico, c.1950-      

Secured Casa Xochiquetzal, a shelter for
aging sex workers, in 2005 with the
help of feminist artists. 

Married at age 12 and a mother by age 14,
she was a street-based worker in CDMX
for roughly 40 years.
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C. RILEY SNORTON IN 2017:



MARY JONES OF GREENE STREET (NY), 1836: 
“I HAVE BEEN IN THE PRACTICE OF WAITING
UPON GIRLS OF ILL-FAME AND MADE THE BEDS
AND RECEIVED THE COMPANY AT THE DOOR
AND RECEIVED THE MONEY FOR THE ROOMS,
ETC. AND THEY INDUCED ME TO WEAR
WOMEN’S CLOTHES, SAYING I LOOKED SO
MUCH BETTER IN THEM AND I HAVE ALWAYS
ATTENDED PARTIES AMONG THE PEOPLE OF MY
OWN COLOR DRESSED IN THAT WAYAND IN
NEW ORLEANS I ALWAYS DRESSED IN THIS
WAY.”



MARY JONES
NEW YORK, 1836MARY JONESNEW YORK, 1836ELEANOR RYKENER

LONDON, 1395
ELEANOR RYKENER
LONDON, 1395

441 YEARS APART
GOT DRESSES FROM GIRLS OF
ILL FAME
TRAVELED AND WORKED IN
DIFFERENT CITIES
BISEXUAL/PANSEXUAL
POPULAR
ARRESTED MULTIPLE TIMES;
IMPRISONED
TRANSGENDER, GENDERFLUID
BROTHELS & OUTDOORS



SOCIAL
@BIPOC.SWWS
@JJ.REYYES

WEBSITE
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